86TH FIGHTER-BOMBER
GROUP ASSOCIATION
MARCH 2007 NEWSLETTER

IT IS NOT TOO EARLY TO
PLAN FOR INDIANAPOLIS
CLARION CALL!!!
Here is the information you’ve been waiting for with bated breath. Dates for our 2007 reunion
in Indianapolis are Wednesday, September 26, through Saturday, September 29. Bill and Mary
BOWMAN, son and daughter-in-law of James BOWMAN (525), have made all of the arrangements for us.
Headquarters: Clarion Hotel and Conference Center
2930 Waterfront Parkway West, Indianapolis, IN 46214
Room rate:

$74.75 (including tax) This special rate will be applicable two
days prior to and after the “official” dates.

Reservations:

Telephone (317) 299-8400
Be sure to identify yourself as being with the 86th FBG to
obtain the special room rate.
 Deadline for reservations is August 25, one month prior
to the start of the reunion.
 Deadline for cancellation of your room reservation is
72 hours prior to your expected day of arrival.

Activities Reservation Forms (ARFs) will be included with our next Newsletter after the activities
and their cost have been determined.
Please note a copy of the current Active Roster is enclosed. You may be interested to know that
the 201 veterans listed represent 62% of the total 327 names (including two location entries
for one person). A total of 82 widows represents 25%, while 42 family members and guests
account for 13%. Our goal is to increase the size of the last group.

Indianapolis Trivia
The first long-distance auto race in the U. S. was
held May 30, 1911, at the Indianapolis Motor
Speedway. The winner averaged 75 miles an hour
and won a 1st place prize of $14,000. Today the
average speed is over 167 miles an hour and the
prize is more than $1.2 million. Indianapolis Motor
Speedway is the site of a noteworthy spectacle in
sports, the Indianapolis 500. The Indianapolis 500
is held every Memorial Day weekend in the Hoosier capital city. The race is 200 laps or 500 miles
long.

In 1862, Richard Gatling, of Indianapolis, invented
the rapid-fire machine gun.
David Letterman, host of television's "Late Show
with David Letterman," was born April 12, 1947,
in Indianapolis.
Indianapolis grocer Gilbert Van Camp discovered
his customers enjoyed an old family recipe for
pork and beans in tomato sauce. He opened up a
canning company and Van Camp's Pork and Beans
became an American staple.
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POTPOURRI
Some of you may recall my report on a letter written by Susan JONES, Angie and Louis
DeLUCA’S daughter, about this same time
last year. It described in vivid and complete
detail the effects of Hurricane Rita on her
and husband Danny’s farm in Hitchcock, TX.
Well, she’s done it again this year with a
typewritten,
single-spaced,
narrowbordered, 8-page recounting of their move
from hurricane country to tornado-prone
southeast Kansas, and setting up operations
at their new 80-acre location. The letter
also devotes considerable space to the family’s efforts to keep from their parents the
plans for a surprise celebration of Angie and
Louis’ 60th Anniversary in their Lake Charles,
LA home. The event was a smashing success, but they had to “spill the beans” to Angie the day before the event.

Attention recipients of the group photo of
the OKC Reunion Family and Guests – Helen
EYER has identified the “thin on top” gentleman on the far right of the second standing
row as her son-in-law Cliff DEIMEL. This
leaves only one person unidentified – the
red-haired lady in the first standing row directly behind Gisela DOLNY. Anyone got a
name for her?

Correction from last Newsletter: I mistakenly identified Mary BOWMAN as Bill’s sister
rather than his wife. My ‘umble apologies.
INDIANAPOLIS

SAD NEWS DEPARTMENT
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IN MEMORIAM
BARNES,
Beverly
(525)
–
Deceased
06/09/05 according to the Social Security
Death Index (SSDI). She and Ken attended
three early reunions prior to his death in
1991. We lost track of her several years ago,
but Bill GOSLIN located her in a nursing home
in 2003.
BEALL, Kathleen (526) – Deceased 09/12/06
according to SSDI. She and her late husband
Tom attended six reunions prior to his death
in 1998.
BERGE, Palmer I. (525 Crew Chief) –
Deceased 05/28/06 in Mercer Island, WA
according to SSDI. He was an early Lifetime
Member (LM-5008) who attended two of the
first reunions, the last in Seattle in 1987.
BLAIR, Mintford I (525 Crew Chief) –
Deceased 08/22/05 in Castle Rock, WA
according to SSDI. Like his fellow Crew Chief
and Washingtonian, he was an early Lifetime
Member (LM-5007) and attended four of the
first reunions, the last in Seattle in 1987.
ELWELL, Howard M. (GHQ Operations) –
Deceased 10/16/06 according to SSDI.. He
was a dues paying member who never
attended a reunion.
HELMS, Jack L. (526 Pilot) – Deceased
06/19/06 according to SSDI. As reported in
our February 2006 Newsletter, his wife Edith
wrote that Jack suffered from Parkinson’s
disease. They were dues paying members
and attended five of the early reunions.
KAPNER, Sylvan L. (527 P-47 Pilot) –
Deceased 12/17/04 in Solvang, CA according
to SSDI. He was a Lifetime Member who
never attended a reunion.
KUCWAY, Walter F. (527 Armament) –
Passed away 02/19/07 in a nursing home,
according to his son Tom, after an illness of
several years duration. Walter was a long
time supporter of the Association, attending
14 reunions from Oklahoma City I in 1981 to
Dayton II in 2003, was a Lifetime Member,
and will be greatly missed by all his friends.
Flowers were sent to his funeral in the
Association’s name.

LASSITER, Thomas H. (526 Commun.) – His
daughter, Emily, wrote that her mother
passed away late last year, and in going
through her papers found several Newsletters
and realized she had apparently not notified
us of his death. Tom died in his sleep
02/13/02. He had a variety of health problems over the years, but had been feeling
good prior to his death. Emily and her husband, a retired AF pilot, have attended reunions of his outfit. She says “They are something special, but I think there’s a bond
among the WWII veterans that our contemporaries will never quite have.”
MARSTERS, Suzanne (525) – Deceased
06/29/06 according to SSDI. She and Tom
were one of the first to sign up for Lifetime
Membership and were strong supporters of
the Association with eight reunions to their
credit prior to his death in 1994.
McCARROLL, Francis D. (Mack)(526 Pilot) –
Passed away 11/01/06 in Karnes City, TX at
age 89 after an illness of several years duration.
Mack was shot down over Sicily
07/28/43 and spent 22 months at Stalag Luft
III.
He was liberated on his birthday,
04/29/45. After 20 years in the AF, he spent
17 more years in Civil Service. He was a Lifetime Member, and he and Dot attended one
reunion.
McELMURRY, Thomas U. (527 A-36/P-40 Pilot) – Deceased 11/03/06 in Houston, TX according to SSDI.
He was a dues paying
member who never attended a reunion.
MILLER, Walter L. (525 Commun.) – Passed
away 11/12/06, three months shy of his 91st
birthday. We located Walter only last summer.
MOODY, Billye (526) – Deceased 09/08/06
according to SSDI. She and Paul, who passed
away in 2003, were dues paying members
and attended three reunions.
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SAD NEWS DEPARTMENT (CONT)

NOTZ, Miles E. (525 Refueling)) – Deceased
01/20/07 in Phoenix, AZ according to SSDI.
He was a Lifetime Member who attended five
reunions, the last in Las Vegas in 1997.
OMAN, Nelson M. (526 Pilot) – Deceased
02/04/05 according to SSDI. He was a Lifetime Member of the Association but never attended a reunion.
PARKER, James E. “Hoolie” (527) Our beloved First Sergeant, and I do use the word
advisedly, died on 12/22/06 after a more
than four-year battle with
Amyotrophic Lateral Sclerosis
(Lou
G e h r ig ’ s
d i s ea s e ) .
“Hoolie” and LaVerne were early
boosters and Lifetime Members
of the Association and attended
11 reunions. He took over as
“Top Kick” soon after we landed
in North Africa in 1943 and held
our collective hands all the way through to
Germany and VJ Day. He was recalled for the
Korea “police action”; thereafter always made
it a point to stay in touch with “the troops” by
phone and mail. At the family’s request, a
donation was made to the ALS Society in lieu
of flowers.
PRINGLE, Leslie (527 Armament) – Deceased 03/04/06 according to SSDI. Les and
Norma were Lifetime Members who attended
five reunions, most recently Tucson in 2001. I
recall a difficult time in tracking him down
from his WW II Massachusetts home to
Northern California.
RATH, Henry C. (526 Ordnance) – Deceased
06/15/04 according to SSDI. He was a Lifetime Member who attended four of the early
reunions.
RAY, Gerald H. (526 A-36 Pilot) – We have
just learned of his death on 06/16/04 after a
lengthy illness. He was an early Lifetime
Member (LM6010) but never attended a reunion.
WILLNER, William R. (527 P-47 Pilot) – Deceased 08/01/06 due to a heart attack as
learned from Ray TIEMANN. Bill was an early
Lifetime Member and attended three reunions, but not since Myrtle Beach in 1992.

SICK CALL
James BOWMAN (525) is back home as of
mid-February after a lengthy hospital stay for
treatment of a blood disorder. Son Bill reports that James is doing great and is looking
forward to the reunion.
An early Christmas card from Rex and Louise
HOBGOOD (527) indicates that he “hasn’t had
a very good Fall season.” On Friday the 13th
of October ,he fell and broke his hip. After
surgery, while still in the rehabilitation unit,
he had a heart attack. He was home as of
December 9th, hopefully for Christmas. In addition he needs prostate surgery when his
heart is strong enough. In a phone call on
01/08/07 they advised that he had successful
prostate surgery and he is doing well on his
hip therapy – off the walker to a cane. Heart
surgery is still pending. Why don’t his friends
drop him a line or give him a buzz?
An early November letter from Sgt. Major
RAGSDALE (GHQ) contained a check for the
binder collection of Newsletters written by
Secretary Bill Jayne. He also sought additional information on the death of Jack
GROSS other than what was in the Air Force
Magazine. (I had none.) “Rags” reported
that his knee was worse, that he was on a
walker all the time now, and that it didn’t look
like he’ll ever get to another reunion (he has
attended 15), but he is still hoping.

ROSTER MAINTENANCE

Information in this section is
intentionally omitted.

ROSTER MAINTENANCE and FINANCES
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Information for Roster Maintenance is intentionally omitted.

FINANCIAL REPORT FOR YEAR 2006
BALANCE AT CLOSE OF YEAR (123105)

$8,688.63

Receipts for Year 2006
Annual Dues (17 @ $10.00) ............................................. $170.00
Lifetime Members (2 @ $100.00) ...................................... $200.00
Voluntary Contributions ................................................... $705.00
Minneapolis/St. Paul II Surplus ......................................... $396.35
Activities Reservations Forms (OKC Reunion) .................. $6,007.00
Sales: Newsletter Binders & “Circle of Unity” Posters .......... $217.00
Bank Interest ...................................................................$79.46
$7,774.81

$16,463.44

Disbursements for Year 2006
Printing & Postage........................................................ $1,505.28
Bulk Mail Permit .............................................................. $160.00
Phone (12 months) ...........................................................$59.24
Office Supplies................................................................ $273.41
Computer Supplies .......................................................... $272.08
Funeral Flowers .............................................................. $308.08
Personalized Checks ........................................................... $9.55
Newsletter Binders Production .......................................... $111.86
Reunion Buses ............................................................. $1,470.00
Reunion Luncheon ........................................................... $552.50
Reunion Banquet ......................................................... $1,669.26
Reunion Hospitality Room ................................................ $624.64
Reunion Group Pix .......................................................... $233.68
Reunion Guest Speaker, Room & Travel ............................. $280.00
Reunion Reservation Refund ............................................. $158.00
$7,687.58
BALANCE AT CLOSE OF YEAR (123106)

$8,775.86

FOOTNOTES TO FINANCIAL REPORT
Voluntary Contributions: Sid Howard (527) - Memorial to James “Hoolie” PARKER;
Ray Tiemann (527) - Memorials to Mack McCARROLL and Bill WILLNER
Annual Dues: Christina SHARP (GHQ); George WAGNER (526)
DON’T FORGET, ALL CONTRIBUTIONS ARE TAX DEDUCTIBLE IF YOU ITEMIZE DEDUCTIONS ON YOUR TAX RETURN.

PAGE 6

E-MAIL ADDRESSES

E-mail addresses on this page are intentionally omitted.

E-MAIL AND NOSTALGIA IN THE ARCHIVES
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FROM THE ARCHIVES
Whilst cleaning out the file drawers recently, I came across the following bit of nostalgia that might trigger a memory or two.

TURKEY DAY TIDBITS A LA 1944
It hardly seems possible, but it’s here again –
Thanksgiving, that is, the day the gobblers
sweat out all year, one of the few days when
the boys don’t have to bitch at “Chief” about
the chow, and the day, (though it is far from
unique in this respect), when a large number
of the lads imbibe a little too freely of John
Barleycorn. Who will ever forget Doug Hall’s
bout with the “Gus E. Downs specials” in our
club at “Pomig” last Thanksgiving. He got
five (5) of ‘em down alright – just like he said
he could – but that part about him playing
the Pathe News Rooster didn’t have a damn
thing to do with the wager. (Did it Doug?)
This year as all well-informed citizens know,
we have something new and different,
namely a Group Enlisted Men’s Club. None
liked the idea when it was first broached, preferring the separate squadron clubs. ‘Smatter
of fact some of ‘em were damn well ready to
fight anyone who said the thing would work.
And so our group club got under way with
about 2-2/3 strikes on it. Now after a couple
of month’s operations it has been decided
that the club should have a name. It will be
left up to a vote of the general assembly, but
our own nomination is “The Arena”.
We
would call it this in recognition of those stalwart young gentlemen who regularly wish to
display their prowess at the Marquis of

by S/Sgt. Sid Howard
Queensbury sport to the assembled patrons –
and generally wind up taking their departure
in a horizontal position. All in all we feel that
the club has proved a real success. All of the
visiting firemen, including a one star “buck”
general, have praised the joint as one of the
finest in Italy, and not a few of the Group officials have spoken with something very akin
to envy of the place. Certainly the local signorinas enjoyed the place, as they flocked to
the bi- and tri-weekly dances in ever increasing numbers – without the inducement of
Spam-corn willie sandwiches, or some other
such delicacy too. This in itself was a victory
worthy of some kind of mention. There are
those who say that the girls came out to hear
that “smooth” dago orchestra, but we prefer
to toss the bouquet right into the collective
laps of Blackshaw, Enloe & Co. with their
“Sweetest Music This Side of Staten Island”.
No, it doesn’t seem possible that Thanksgiving has snuck up on us again already, yet
when you think back on it, a lot of things
have happened. A lot of old familiar faces are
gone and a lot of new faces have taken their
places; we’ve been to a lot of places, (which
we won’t mention because Editor Prouy’s
probably gonna try and talk the PBS censor
into lettin’ us send this pamphlet home), and
now we’re back “home” again.
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TURKEY DAY IN 1944 AND A BIT OF NONSENSE

Yes sir, that’s one major accomplishment we
can chalk up for the year – not the Presidential Citation, that’s not what we’re talking
about. We’re referring to the fact that we
lived through that “Siege of Corsica” without
a single CDD being passed out in the squadron. (In making this statement we fully realize that perhaps a couple of prime prospects
were overlooked.) We feel that all good citizens will agree that “four star” vino and
“buon giorno’s” beat the hell outta a lot of
frog gibberish and Eau de Vie. And incidentally, speaking of citizens, wonder how many
members of the squadron are gonna apply for
their first papers. Latest rumor has it that
Premier Bonomi and the Italian government
are recruiting future dago citizens from the
ranks of the G.I.’s.

YUK DEPARTMENT

In winding this little job up, and in doing so
not pointing fingers at anyone – (we couldn’t
very well afford to) – we suppose that the G.
I.’s will seize on this day as a good excuse for
feasting, frolicking, and tippling. This is alright in a way too, we guess. Guys overseas
18 months (and 25 days) have gotta have
some outlet. But as you pull that wishbone
apart, let’s all make a fervent wish that next
Thanksgiving will see us all – not in Burma or
China, not in the Philippines or Texas – but
back home in the good old Newnited States of
America. We wanta be just like that returning soldier who, looking up at the Statue of
Liberty, said “You can put down that torch
honey; I’m home”.

Ballin’ the Jack may go back a little too
far for some of you younger types.

OKC REUNION—FROM TINKER AFB NEWSPAPER
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OKC REUNION—FROM TINKER AFB NEWSPAPER

