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This year’s reunion, hosted so efficiently by 
Kathryn LITTLE, had the distinct feel of a 
family get-together that included an enthusi-
astic group of young folks who were first tim-
ers (including six second-generation and 
three third-generation).  May they all come 
back next year and the many years in the fu-
ture, with those who have been to multiple 
reunions plus some new recruits. 

In recognition of the decreasing mobility of 
the “old gaffers”, only one tour was scheduled 
instead of the usual two, but it was a great 
one – at the USS Alabama Memorial Park 
where several hours were spent examining all 
the nooks and crannies of the battleship and 
the WW II submarine Drum.  

Speaking of dealing with mobility, some of us 
less mobile types 
were quite pleased 
with ourselves for 
successfully negotiat-
ing the steep, l o n g, 
concrete ramp (about 
a 45-degree slope) 
that gave access 
from ground level to 
the battleship’s main 
deck. 

The forces of  Hurri-
cane Katrina caused 
the Alabama to shift 
position and list 8 degrees to the land side as 
well as to heavily damage the gangway.  At 
the same time the Alabama was used as a 
hurricane shelter.  In fact,  18 families were 
aboard during Katrina. 

Looking up the gangway 

Ship Deck 

Ship Sleeping Quarters 

311-foot WWII Submarine USS Drum 
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Our Mission is to perpetuate the history of the 86th Fighter-Bomber Group. 
           We as veterans of WWII are organized to perpetuate the history of our fight to retain our 

American freedoms, to meet once a year for a reunion with the purpose of maintaining 
close ties with the Association and our comrades, and to encourage the heirs of our veter-
ans to join with us in a united effort to pass along memories of those who served in the 
Group.  A way to enrich and amplify understanding of the experiences of the veterans is 
through broadening of our website by archiving our veterans’ experiences.  Effective now, 
a call is issued for your help: feed the Webmaster (John Rice) with your photos, journals, 
stories, comments.  We are hungry for material to archive. 

Association Website:  www.86fighterbombergroup.com 

Board Members:       One-year term—Louis DeLuca, Rick Fitzpatrick, Debbie Rose 

                               Two-year term—Jack Botten, Martha Plowden, Diane Senneff 

                               Three-year term—Audrey Brown, Sid Howard, Glen Margerum 

Volunteer Pool:        Kathryn A. Little, Bunny and John Sheffield, Rena Blackford, 

                               Diana Durr, Dallas Lowe 
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The submarine USS Drum has a permanent 
land side mooring close to the Alabama.  It 
has been meticulously restored inside but you 
cannot pass through there without thoughts 
of the responsibilities the young men faced 
every day and of HOW the men could hold up 
living in those surroundings.  The Drum sank 
a number of Japanese ships in the Pacific. 

 

Lunch was set up in the Ward Room of the 
Alabama, and we enjoyed a scrumptious 
lunch of fried chicken with all the trimmings.  
(Most people think of southern-fried chicken 
when they hear "Southern cooking.") 

One of the local television stations conducted 
interviews of a number of folks and shot a lot 
of footage during the lunch.  The results ap-
peared on both the 5:00 and 6:00 o’clock 
news.  Everyone was surprised at the ap-
proximate 10 to 15 minutes length of the 
piece.  Last time this happened, we waited up 
for the 11:00 clock news to see a 15-second 
snippet.   

The after-lunch bus tour of historic downtown 
Mobile and environs was enlivened by our 
witty, wise cracking, joke dispensing, guide 
who kept everybody laughing. In response to 
someone’s question about the “Alabama, the 
Yellowhammer State” legend on the tradi-
tional memorial pin, he advised it was the 
State Bird.  I didn’t know that; bet you didn’t 
either. 

The Hospitality Room was well stocked and 
expansive, and served as the center for our 
activities.  It was the setting for displays of 
memorabilia, for refreshments along with 
tales of World War II (have you heard that 
before?), for getting acquainted with first-
time attendees, and to gather for the general 
member meeting and for the banquet. 

It was announced at the general membership 
meeting that the present officers and mem-
bers of the Board of Directors were reelected 
to serve for the year. We were also pleased to 
report that Jim, Bill, and Mary BOWMAN have 
asked us back to Indianapolis next year for 
“Indy II.”  We will be staying at the Clarion 
Hotel with its delicious on-the-house waffle 
breakfasts once again.  Dates will be an-
nounced in our next newsletter.  

Emceed by our super-efficient Prez, Debbie 
Rose, the traditional Saturday night banquet 
went off without a hitch that I could see.  Our 
hostess Kathryn accepted a plaque of appre-
ciation from Debbie on behalf of the Associa-
tion before introducing our guest speaker, 
Commander David SAUDERS and his wife 
Shelley.  The date of our banquet coincided 
with the birthday of the Commander’s wife so 
we took that opportunity to sing Happy Birth-
day. His talk and slide presentation about the 
Coast Guard, with emphasis on its role in the 
Mobile area, were informative and well re-
ceived. 

Dick Weissner is checking out how the 
space (?) inside the submarine is utilized. 
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Festivities concluded with goodbyes, “have a 
safe journey home” and “see ya next year.”  
The Hospitality Room shut down earlier than 
usual in deference to those leaving on early 
flights Sunday morning.  A tip of the old cha-
peau and a great big THANK YOU to Tim and 
Ken SNIDER for their shuttle service to and 
from the airport —— all the better because 
we could enjoy their company after a “long 
time no see” period. 

Kathryn, Commander and Wife 

Tim, Debbie, Ken 

REUNION ATTENDANCE 

Total#                   Names                            

  12 ..ALLEN, Bill & Carole 

  22 ..BARANEK, Carl & Jackie 

  5…...BLACKFORD, Rena & Diana DURR 
          (daughter & niece of Marvin SUMNER) 

  22... BOTTEN, Jack & Charlotte REID 

  21... BOWMAN, Jim 

  11... BOWMAN, Bill & Mary 

  8…...BROWN, Roy & Frances 

  1…...CAMPBELL, Julie* (sister of Kathryn  
          LITTLE), husband & three sons 

  8…...COLGAN, Bill &Dallas LOWE*(grandson) 

  28... DeLUCA, Louis & Angie 

  27... DOLNY, John & Gisela 

  3…...EYER, Helen 
          Sheryl ALEXANDER* & Lori PROSSER* 
          (daughters) 

  8…...FITZPATRICK, Rick & Peggy 

  17... FRITH, Ralph 
          Elaine HUNTER & Linda JUNGERSEN* 
          (daughters) 

   21... HARRIS, Lyndal 

  31... HOWARD, Sid 

  7…...HURLBUTT, Wallis & Steve* (son) &  
          Dale ROBINS (guest) 

  9…...LITTLE, Ann Suddeth & Gerry 

  6 ….. LITTLE, Kathryn & Lynn STONE* (sister) 

  31... MARGERUM, Glen 

  4 ….. OMO, Cecil & Harriet COOCH 

  24... PLOWDEN, Dick & Martha 

  1…...POSTLEWAITE*, Matt (grandson of  
          Leonard Milton) 

  1…...RIDER*, Steve (son of Thomas Rider) 

  6…...ROSE, Randy & Debbie 

  23... SENNEFF, John & Diane 

         SAUDERS, CDR David & Shelley  
         (Guest Speaker) 

  6…...SHEFFIELD, John & Bunny 

  8 ….. SNIDER, Ken 

  10... SNIDER, Tim 

  29... TEEPLE, Bob 

(Continued on Page 7)
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FARNHAM, Sheldon W. “Cy” (527 Pilot C.O.) 
Died of cancer 07/27/08 as be-
latedly reported by his wife 
Maxine.  They were Lifetime 
Members and attended seven 
reunions, the last in Tucson, AZ 
in 2001.  Afterwards, a bunch of 
us took a three-day tour of the 
Grand Canyon and surrounding 
area. 

GREEN, Marion L. “Ferd” (525 
Pilot) - Passed away 11/10/10 
reported by his wife Lucille.  
They attended five reunions, the 
last in Minneapolis/St. Paul in 
1995. 

HAMERLY, Bobbie W. (527 Tech. Supply/
Engrg) - Passed away 11/09/04 according to 
an obituary notice in the Port Arthur TX 
NEWS.  He was a Lifetime Member who at-
tended our San Antonio and Little Rock reun-
ions. 

HIGHLEY, Perry B. (526 First Sergeant) - 
Died on 03/26/10 at 91 in a Medical Center in 
Vero Beach, FL.  He was born in Farmington, 
MO, raised his family in Belleville, IL, and had 
been living in Fort Pierce since 1993.  From 
the start of the Association, he was a very ac-
tive member who attended 17 reunions, the 
last in Branson in 2004.  He was preceded in 
death by wife Bernice, survived by two sons. 

MICHAUD, Jean M. (526 Jim Pilot) – 
Jim’s wife, mother of three 
daughters and one son, 
passed away 09/01/11.  
Like so many women of 
her time, she endured 
hardship and unfamiliar 
surroundings as she 
moved around the country 
and the world with Jim, a career USAF pi-
lot.  She accompanied him to a number of 
the 12 reunions Jim attended and they 
were, of course, Lifetime Members. 

ININININ    

MEMORIAMMEMORIAMMEMORIAMMEMORIAM    

MOORE, Olga P. (526 Joe Y. Engrg.) - Passed 
away 10/13/10 at age 92 as reported in the 
Social Security Death Index.  She had been 
living in a health care center 
in Chandler, AZ for a number 
of years.  She and Joe were 
Lifetime Members and at-
tended seven reunions prior 
to his death in 1992.  Olga 
came to four more, the last in 
Tucson in 2001, before ill 
health prevented her continu-
ing to join with us. 

SCHULTZ, Christena (527 Albert F. Engrg.) - 
Passed away 12/29/04 as reported in an Al-
buquerque Journal (NM) obituary notice.  She 
and Dutch were Lifetime Members who at-
tended four of the earlier reunions, the last in 
Saratoga Springs in 1988. 

TEEPLE Robert P. “Teep” (527 Pilot) – De-
ceased 10/10/11. Not to denigrate any other 
people whose passing is reported, but this is-
sue is dedicated to a man who loved the As-
sociation and one I am honored to have been 
greeted by as “old friend.”  There was a quiet 
dignity to the man, one of the kindest and 
most gentle people I have ever known.  He 
did not attend our first two reunions in 1980-
1981, because he had not yet been located, 
but never missed another one until ill health 
forced him to forego the 2009 get-together in 
Houston.  He was an enthusiastic, though 
low-stated, participant in a total of 29 reun-
ions and his loss is irreplaceable. His daugh-
ter, Bunny, is convinced that the only thing 
that kept him alive the last several months 
was his determination to join us in Mobile.  At 
her suggestion, rather than sending flowers 
to his memorial service, we have made a me-
morial donation to the Association, his favor-
ite “charity”. Teep and Bunny at this reunion. 
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EEEEVOLUTION OF 86VOLUTION OF 86VOLUTION OF 86VOLUTION OF 86THTHTHTH GROUP & ASSOCIATION GROUP & ASSOCIATION GROUP & ASSOCIATION GROUP & ASSOCIATION    
 

The 86th was constituted 2/10/42 at Will 
Rogers Air Base, Oklahoma City, as the 86th 
Bomb  Group (L) (for Light), the first of sev-
eral designation changes – (D) (for Dive), 
Fighter-Bomber, and, finally, Fighter.  When 
we organized as an Association in 1980. we 
chose to use the Fighter-Bomber designation 
as more descriptive of our mission than 
Fighter Group.  

After training at Will Rogers and Key Field, 
Meridian, MS, the group moved to Camp Kil-
mer, NJ and the Port of Embarkation in March 
1943.  All hands were thankful for our arrival 
in Oran, Algeria, North Africa after a 15-day 
“cruise” aboard Army transport John Ericson 
that wallowed along with its complement of 
troops three times the number for which it 
was designed. 

While we were afloat, German Field Marshall 
Erwin Rommel’s renowned Afrika Corps sur-
rendered to the Allies. Soon after our arrival, 
a group was sent to a port in Morocco to com-
plete assembly of our beautiful, new North 
American Aviation A-36’s which were, essen-
tially, P-51 Mustangs equipped with dive 
brakes.  It was nicknamed the Invader as the 
idea of one of  our pilots. 

Following training at two Algerian airfields, 
the group moved to Cape Korba, Tunisia, 
where it flew its first combat mission on 
7/03/43 over Sicily.  

Only 500 A-36’s were manufactured by North 
American, of which approximately half were 
shipped to the Mediterranean theater, as-
signed to the 86th and 27th Groups.  By mid-
1944, due to attrition, only a handful re-
mained.  They were replaced, temporarily, by 
P-40 Curtis Warhawks (made famous by the 
Flying Tigers in China) pending arrival of  new 
Republic Aviation’s P-47 Thunderbolts which 
came to be known, affectionately, as “The 
Jug.” 

The Group’s primary mission was to provide 
close support to our ground forces by dive 
bombing and strafing enemy airfields, trains, 
motor transport. and personnel.  The combi-
nation of rapid progress by our ground forces  

FARNHAM, Sheldon W. “Cy” (527 Pilot C.O.) 
Died of cancer 07/27/08 as belatedly reported 
by his wife Maxine.  They were Lifetime Mem-
bers and attended seven reunions, the last in 
Tucson, AZ in 2001.  Afterwards, a bunch of 
us took a three-day tour of the Grand Canyon 
and surrounding area. 

 

GREEN, Marion L. “Ferd” (525 Pilot) - Passed 
away 11/10/10 reported by his wife Lucille.  
They attended five reunions, the last in Min-
neapolis/St. Paul in 1995. 

 

HAMERLY, Bobbie W. (527 Tech. Supply/
Engrg) - Passed away 11/09/04 according to 
an obituary notice in the Port Arthur TX 
NEWS.  He was a Lifetime Member who at-
tended our San Antonio and Little Rock reun-
ions. 

 

HIGHLEY, Perry B. (526 First Sergeant) - 
Died on 03/26/10 at 91 in a Medical Center in 
Vero Beach, FL.  He was born in Farmington, 
MO, raised his family in Belleville, IL, and had 
been living in Fort Pierce since 1993.  From 
the start of the Association, he was a very ac-
tive member who attended 17 reunions, the 
last in Branson in 2004.  He was preceded in 
death by wife Bernice. 

and the relatively short range capability of 
the A-36 caused frequent moves to provide 
support.  Commencing with Las Senia, Algeria 
to Gross Gerau, Germany, the Group made a 
total of 16 moves to new locations in Algeria, 
Tunisia, Sicily, Italy, Corsica, France, and 
Germany. 

The Group earned seven battle stars and was 
awarded two Distinguished Unit Citations for 
its actions during the Italian and German 
campaigns.  It was deactivated in March 
1946, but was reconstituted in August 1946 
at the time of the Berlin airlift. 

A dozen or so members attended an Air Force 
Association convention in Philadelphia in 1961 
where they discussed starting an 86th Group 

Association. Unfortunately, their efforts did 
not pan out, and it was not until 1980 that 
ten veterans with their wives convened in 
Washington, D.C.  Since then we have held 
reunions in 21 different states ranging from 
the state of Washington to New York and Wis-
consin to Texas.  Mobile, AL was our 32nd con-
secutive get-together. 

Attendance has ranged from a high of 365 at 
Chattanooga, TN in 1985 to a low of  46 at 
Houston, TX in 2009.  Over the years atten-
dance has averaged 178; mean attendance 
has been 210. 

Initially, we operated as four separate units – 
the 525th, 526th, and 527th Squadrons, and 
Group Headquarters, each with its own ros-
ter, treasury, newsletter, and hospitality 
room.  By the year 2000 it had become obvi-
ous that, due to attrition, and for economic 
reasons, a merger into one Association was 
the way to go. 

Over the past 31 years our search has ac-
counted for some 1,750 veterans – 124 on 
our Active Roster, plus 236 spouses, widows, 
family members and guests; unfortunately, 
we have 1,500 comrades who have answered 
their last roll call. We recognize that per-
petuation of our Association lies in the hands 
of our second and third generations.  To that 
end we have elected two of them to our 
Board of Directors: one is currently serving as 
President and Chairman of the Board and the 
other one as Vice President. 
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ROSTER MAINTENANCE 

CAMPBELL, Julie and Teddy (GD Ken Sud-
deth 527 Engrg.) - 23836B W. Cypress way, 
Orange Beach, FL 36561-8809, (251) 923-
8180 

COOKE, Betty (527) – Mail addressed to her 
at 1329 S. Range Line Road, Joplin, MO 
64801-5500 has been returned by the P.O. 

FRITH, Ralph M. (526) - E-mail:  
blackwater69@windstream.net 

HERSHBERGER, Minnie (527) – 1528 W. 
Williams St., Decatur, IL 62522-1935 

HILL, Edward (525) – 1715 Alluvial Ave. 
#251, Fresno, CA 93720-3301, (559) 298-
9030, delete e-mail address 

HOWARD, Michael L. (527 Sid’s son) – 904 
N. Beckman St. E-1, Powell, WY  82435-
4552, (307) 754-6523;  
mhoward@hotmail.com 

HURLBUTT, Wallis V. (525) - E-mail: 
whurlbutt@windstream.net 

LITTLE, Kathryn (527) – 67 Meadowview Dr., 
Elmore, AL 96025-1231, (251) 923-9897;  
kitkat101711@hotmail.com 

MASSEY, Ellen (527) – 1750 E. League City 
Pkw #514, League City, TX  77573-2893; 
(832) 319-4759 (no change) 

OMO, Cecil B. (27th FBG) - E-mail: 
como77079@yahoo.com 

PALMER, George (525) 4425 Molokai Dr., 
Sarasota, FL  34241-5501 

POSTLEWAITE,  Matt (GS of Leonard Milton 
527 Pilot) – 1209 Nashua Dr., Seymour, TN 
37865-4102, (919) 909-8412; Lifetime Mem-
ber 7156 

REARDON, Karl (527) – 120 Meyer Road 
#221, Amherst, NY  14226-1012,  (716) 834-
8399 

SARACUSA, Al (527) – 9633 Valley View 
Road #2508, Macedonia, OH  44056-3013, 
delete phone 

SETENCICH, Eli (526) – Change email ad-
dress from eysetencich@hotmail.com to 
esetencich@hotmail.com 

SIMPSON , Harold (526) – 1804 Manzanita 
Way, W. Sacramento, CA 95591-2532, delete 
phone 

SMITH, Jessie (527) – 2615 N. 45th Road, 
Leland, IL  50531-9723, delete phone  

SNIDER, Timothy E. (527) – 452 Deyo Land-
ing Loop, Cache, OK 73527-3269,  (580) 536-
3551; t.snider.od@gmail.com; new wife 
Karen 

WHEAT, Myron W. (527) – 8413 SW 55th Pl., 
Gainesville, FL 32608-4316, (727) 418-1046,  
myronwheat@msn.com 

What A SURPRISE 

On the first night in Mobile, a 
group of early attendees (14 
or 15) decided to dine at the 
American Café just around the 
corner from the Ashbury Ho-
tel, headquarters for the reun-
ion. The prime time for dinner 

was past so there was no problem setting up 
several tables in a row to accommodate the 
group. Now, a group of this size and friendly 
nature, and with the desire to express them-
selves has to be easily heard and seen. They 
talked, enjoyed the food, and paid little at-
tention to the surroundings. Then it was time 
to ask for the bills. What bills? A young cou-
ple there had treated the reunioners to a spe-
cial dinner and then slipped away without re-
vealing themselves.  Unforgetable! 

 

(Continued from Page 4) 

REUNION ATTENDANCE 

Total#                   Names                             

  2 …. VIVIER, Shirley & Debby Russo*  
          (daughter) 

  21….WIESSNER, Dick & Ruth 

Veterans—18      Wives—10       Widows—2 

Family—29         Guests—3       Total—62 

Notes: 

# indicates number of reunions attended 

* indicates a “first timer” 
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FINANCIAL REPORT—FIRST 3 QUARTERS 2011 

BALANCE AT CLOSE OF 2010 ................................................................................... $4,874.71 

          Receipts for First Quarter 

            Annual Dues (9 @ $10.00) ........................................................... $90.00 

            Lifetime Membership (1 @ $100.00) ............................................ $100.00 

            Voluntary Contributions ................................................................ $95.00 

            Activities Reservation Forms (ARF) ........................................... $5,980.00 

                                                                                                        $6,265.00 

            .................................................................................................................... $11,139.71 

          Disbursements for Three Quarters 

            Postage and Printing .................................................................. $664.05 

            Annual Bulk Mail Permit .............................................................. $185.00 

            Phone (for 2010) .........................................................................$10.00 

            Office Supplies ..............................................................................$9.84 

            Computer Supplies ...................................................................... $39.68 

            Funeral Flowers/Memorial Donation ............................................. $208.75 

            Search Fees .............................................................................. $123.35 

            Mobile Reunion Bus ................................................................ $2,901.00 

            Mobile Reunion Banquet .......................................................... $1,783.59 

            Mobile Reunion Hospitality Room ................................................. $326.45 

            Mobile Reunion Miscellaneous ....................................................... $22.06 

            Activities Reservation Form (ARF) Refund ..................................... $101.00 

           ............................................................................................. $6,374.77 

 

BALANCE AT CLOSE OF THREE QUARTERS (093011)                                                    $4,764.94 

 

 

          Footnotes: 1. Annual Dues from Ann BOUCHARD (525), Amy Bouchard (525), 
                              Tony DOSSETT (525), Elaine HUNTER (526), Linda JURGENSEN (526), 

                              Cecil OMO (27th FBG), Richard SINGLETON (527) 

                              Lifetime Membership from Matt POSTLEWAITE (527) 

                              Voluntary Contributions from Steve RIDER (527) plus Dues, and 
                              Bob TEEPLE (527) in lieu of memorial contribution to a charity (at 
                              suggestion of daughter Bunny) 

                           2. Are you a Lifetime Member?  If you are, there is an LM followed by 
                              four numbers in the bracketed information following your name on  

                      the roster. If it is not there, CONTACT THE SECRETARY. 

                           3. Lifetime Memberships are family possessions, passed on to surviving 
                              wives and children/grandchildren who affiliate with the Association. 
                              Such persons shall be known as “legacies.”  If they choose to pay dues, 

                      they may do so and such payments will be treated as Voluntary 
                      Contributions until or unless they attain Lifetime Membership status on 

                              their own. 

                           4. Don’t forget, all contributions are tax deductible if you itemize  
                                deductions on your tax return. 


